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E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS:ETRD 

SUBJECT: EC INGREDIENT LABELING REGULATIONS FOR WINE 
AND SPIRITS 

REF: (A) BRESLER- JOHNSTON CONVERSATION, MARCH 14, (B) 76 EC 
BRUSSELS 12480, (C) EC BRUSSELS A-323, AUG. 1975, 

(D) EC BRUSSELS A-20, 1976, (E) STATE 279071 

1 . A FEDERAL JUDGE IN THE U.S. DISTRICT COURT IN 
OWENSBORO, KENTUCKY RULED IN JULY 1976 THAT THE FOOD AND 
DRUG ADMINISTRATION (FDA) CANNOT IMPLEMENT ITS INGREDIENT 
LABELING REQUIREMENTS FOR ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES ON THE 
GROUNDS THAT THE DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY'S BUREAU OF 
ALCOHOL, TOBACCO, AND FIREARMS (ATF) HAS EXCLUSIVE 
JURISDICTION OVER THE LABELING OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES. 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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FDA WISHED TO CONTEST THIS RULING AND REQUESTED THAT THE 
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT INSTITUTE APPEAL PROCEEDINGS. THE 
JUSTICE DEPARTMENT RESERVED THE RIGHT TO APPEAL AT A LATER 
DATE, HOWEVER THE SOLICITOR GENERAL HAS NOT INDICATED WHEN 
OR WHETHER JUSTICE WILL APPEAL. IF JUSTICE DOES NOT 
APPEAL, WHICH SEEMS LIKELY AT THIS TIME, THE AUTHORITY 
TO IMPOSE INGREDIENT LABELING WILL BE LEFT WITH ATF WHICH 
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HAS ALREADY DECIDED NOT TO IMPOSE SUCH REGULATIONS. 

2. REGARDING POSSIBLE EC ACTIONIN THIS AREA: REFAIR D 

DOES NOT COVER PROPOSED EC INGREDIENT LABELING REGULATIONS 
FOR WINES AND SPIRITS. 

3. DEPARTMENT WOULD APPRECIATE UPDATE ON STATUS OF EC'S 
INCLUSION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES IN FOOD INGREDIENT 
LABELING REGULATIONS. (REFS C AND D). 

VANCE 
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